Non-infectious fungi produce spores that may lead to misdiagnosis, When lycopodium spores are diagnosed as As- 
cause of symptoms may be overlooked, and only discovered on subsequent re-examination-,
Avoiding Errors
Although some of the examples given (such as a Pharaoh's ant stumbling into an excised lymph node) are decidedly peculiar, the problem of misidentification is more widespread, To avoid confusion, a set of guide-lines should be adhered to (see centrefold) These involve the careful analysis of the size, structure and staining pattern of the 'parasite', Histopathological investigation should proceed without knowledge of clinical history and outside opinion, and at a later stage advice should be sought without any attempt to influence this advice, On diagnosis, texts should Parasitology Today, voi. 3, no, 9, 1987 be exarninedv' to see if they accord with the characteristics of the parasite and the patient's condition, and known reference sections'> of the parasite should be consulted, But finally,at the end ofthe process, it is no failure to be still unsure of the identity of the parasite,
